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Sir Keir Starmer has placed an obscure figure called Luke Akehurst in the Labour safe
seat of North Durham to run in the upcoming election. Akehurst has a long history
in the Labour Party, including sitting on its influential National Executive Committee
(NEC) and as its councillor in Hackney for 12 years from 2002 '. However, Akehurst's
candidacy in North Durham is extremely problematic because he has a long past of
lobbying British politics on behalf of Israeli state interests while playing down the mass
atrocities committed by its forces against innocent Palestinians.

It was widely reported that in the
days leading up to his selection,
Akehurst was busy franticly deleting
a large volume of his old Tweets
which expressed dangerous anti-
Palestinian  sentiment.  Clearly
Akehurst knew the content was
controversial enough to get him,
and possibly Keir Starmer, into
trouble. However, some managed to
screenshot a limited number of the
Tweets before they could be deleted.
In one such Tweet, Akehurst tried
to peddle the far-right “Pallywood”
conspiracy theory that footage
showing Israel's bombardment of
Gaza's Al-Shifa hospital in November
2023 was staged and the victims
were “actors.” Akehurst's willingness
to use a right-wing conspiracy
theory to deny that Israeli forces
are committing atrocities against
Gazans raises serious questions
about his moral suitability to stand
as an MP.
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@' @karl_fh
Labour candidate for North Durham Luke Akehurst spread Alex Jones-

style conspiracy about Gaza, claiming that Palestinian crisis actors
staged videos of IDF atrocities.
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Graphic clip | just watched on @SkyNewsBreak of alleged hit on Shifa
Hospital in Gaza is identical to that circulated earlier today fronted by the
Hamas actor known on here as £MEARD, Please can news outlets at least
do basic due diligence that they are not using fake footage.
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Targeting the outpatient clinic at Al-Shifa Hospital! pic.twitter.com
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Yes, the longer version is introduced by #MrFAFO and has wider framing on
the shots that makes it more obvious itis staged.
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You honestly think people in Gaza have time to stage something like this.
Bombs are being dropped all over the place and there's no food, they will
be focusing on survival
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The same actor is in multiple videos of different alleged incidents - you
can view them all on the #MrFAFO hashtag.
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In the past, he has also held workshops e
Why has @lukeakehurst deleted this tweet. Maybe a journalist should

on hOW to “com bat” pro-PaleStine activism find out if he still thinks the United Nations is antisemitic. That's a
and the Boycott Divestment & Sanctions worrying conspiratorial sort of thing to believe for a person gifted a safe

seat in a place he's probably basically never visited.
movement 2. Akehurst has also played the
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We”'Worn Card Of Conﬂatlﬂg Cr|t|C|Sm Of Always bemused by people whose primary political cause is abolition of the
Q . . . el world's only Jewish state getting affronted at the suggestion they might be

Israeli state policy with antisemitism. For abit antisemitic.

example, he obscenely condemned the

UN as antisemitic because of the Security S Pariamre FIney L

Do you think the UN is antisemitic Luke?

Council's insistence that Israeli settlements
built on stolen Palestinian land are illegal
under international law. By that standard, the
UK Foreign Office, the US State Department,
the International Court of Justice, Amnesty
International and numerous other bodies
would be considered antisemitic as they i.aoav.way 20,2024 - 17k views

too have all affirmed the illegality of the

settlements under international law. Akehurst, a self-described “Zionist shitlord” 3,
has also long defended Israel’s use of military force as proportionate, contrary to the
opinion of UN rights officials, who have characterised it as “genocide” “.

Luke Akehurst

Since 2011 Akehurst has also been the Director of the lobbying group, We Believe in
Israel (WBI) >. He had previously told a journalist that, “it was almost my dream job
to run a pro-Israel campaigning organisation” . Prior to his joining WBI, he worked
as a defence specialist for Weber Shandwick, where some have claimed he was a
“promoter for the arms industry” 7. WBI grew out of the British Israel Communications
and Research Centre (BICOM), which has been described as “Britain’s most active
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pro-Israeli lobbying organisation” 8 BICOM has received over a billion pounds in
donations from a tycoon whose father made his fortune manufacturing weapons in
Israel and selling them to repressive regimes around the world °. BICOM is known to
have intimate connections with the Israeli government and according to reports works to
“label those who criticise the Israeli state and its supporters as prejudice or antisemitic,
in an attempt to isolate them” '°. One major piece of research into BICOM describes it
as “an opaque organisation that carried out much of its work beyond public scrutiny
and accountability” "'. A groundbreaking investigation by Al-Jazeera revealed intimate
connections between Akehurst and Israeli state actors . In one scene secretly filmed in
a London cafe, an undercover reporter filmed Israeli diplomat Shai Masot (who has long
been suspected of working for Israeli intelligence), describing Akehurst's role in WBI
and as a pro-Israel force in the Labour Party, calling him “a great friend” and “one of the
best on the [Labour] inside,” adding “seriously, there is not a lot of people like him” 3. It
was also shown that Akehurst planned to attend a Labour Friends of Palestine meeting
to “take notes” for BICOM'S use '. He also tried to get Spotify to remove the music of
British-lraqi rapper and activist, Lowkey, claiming that the names of some of his songs,
such as Long Live Palestine, were “offensive” '>.
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It should be of deep concern to all that, considering Akehurst's record, he has been
gifted the North Durham safe seat by Keir Starmer. What makes this worse is that
on the same day that Akehurst's selection was announced, the deselection of Faiza
Shaheen - a Muslim woman of colour - from running as a Labour candidate in Chingford
and Woodford Green was made public. According to reports, part of the reason that
Labour removed Ms Shaheen’s Labour candidacy was because of social media posts
that she had liked criticising the suppression of pro-Palestine speech. In other words,
Ms Shaheen was punished for shining a light on this injustice, while Mr Akehurst, an
enforcer of it, was given a Labour safe seat. This once again shows how out of touch the
Labour leadership appears to be with large numbers of voters who are outraged by its
failure to take the morally right position when it comes to Israel-Palestine. In fact, what
it appears to demonstrate is Keir Starmer’s willingness to embrace the pro-Israel right-
wing of his party.

Luke Akehurst's candidacy is a dangerous development, and when looking at his past
efforts to quash gestures of solidity with the oppressed people of Palestine, it is clear
that he would not have the free speech of his constituents at heart; we MUST speak out
against him and oppose his candidacy.
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