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The Campaign Against Antisemitism (CAA) is an organisation that claims it works to banish
the scourge of anti-Jewish hatred and prejudice from Britain. More specifically, it focuses on
combating what it describes as, “criminal antisemitism and antisemitic acts committed by pro-
fessionals or institutions which are subject to special regulation, such as lawyers, teachers,
sportspeople and charities” '. While its stated objectives are laudable, CAA has on numerous
occasions been met with controversy, including from other Jewish groups 2.

CAA is a relatively new organisation, founded in 2014 amidst the fallout of Israel's 2014 military
assault on the Gaza Strip. AImost immediately, concerns were raised by watchdogs about CAA’s
activities. For example, a January 2015 report by the All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on
Antisemitism suggested that CAA has a tendency to “conflate ... activity legitimately protesting
Israel’s actions [against the Palestinians] with antisemitism” 2. In 2023, The Charity Commission
announced that it had opened a “regulatory compliance case” against CAA following numerous
complaints against it, including by Jewish Voice for Labour (JVL) 4. Reportedly, JVL has argued
that CAA is a “partisan political campaigning group,” and is “not fulfilling its stated principle
charitable objectives of promoting racial harmony™. The group also stands accused of dispro-
portionately attacking the Labour Party, particularly under the leadership of Jeremy Corbyn.
Dame Margaret Hodge, who in 2018 became a honorary patron of CAA, has since fallen out with
the organisation, and publicly accused them in 2022 of, “being more concerned with undermin-
ing Labour than rooting out antisemitism™. Much like the APPG 2015 report, JVL also accuses
CAA of “persistent conflation and equating of antisemitism with criticism of the state of Israel”.
Some Jewish groups have also expressed concern that CAA's activities are explicitly political in
aid of Israel. For example, following huge protests held in London in solidarity with Gaza, CAA
organised its own protest. However, some British-Jewish groups refused to attend. For exam-
ple, Na’amod, a British-Jewish organisation, said that it could not join the protest “in good faith”
because “we know this march is not just about antisemitism. It's clear from the event descrip-
tion that CAA has organised this march in response to huge weekly ceasefire demonstrations
in London” 8.
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The most alarming characteristic of the CAA is its alleged connection with right-wing extremism
and the Israeli state itself. In August 2023, an investigation revealed that CAA has received
donations worth hundreds of thousands of dollars from a UK branch of the Jewish National
Fund (JNF UK)°. Essentially, the JNF is the main Israeli body that has overseen and financed the
development of stolen Palestinian land since 1948, or as one Colombia University professor
described it, “the Zionist movement's major financial and colonial arm” °. To understand
the nature of the JNF UK, it is only necessary to look at the record of its leadership. In 2021,
its Chairman, Samuel Hayek, gave an interview to the Israel-based Jerusalem Post in which
he claimed that it would soon be too dangerous for Jews to live in the UK due to increasing
numbers of Muslim “immigrants”'. Mr Hayek also echoed a far-right conspiracy theory known
as The Great Replacement,’ saying that “the process is the white Christian majority is shrinking.
It shrinks to a degree where there is a point it cannot protect itself anymore”'?. Moreover, it was
revealed in an investigation by Jewish News that the JNF UK Deputy Chairman, Gary Mond, had
liked social media posts by the US-based infamous Islamophobe, Pamela Geller'®. Mr Mond also
posted on Facebook in reference to Muslims that “all [of] civilisation ... is at war with these evil
bastards”'*. While Mond stepped down from his position amidst an onslaught of condemnation
for his comments, including from Jewish bodies, Mr Hayek remains in his post to this day.
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Disturbingly, the CAA’s relationship with an organisation actively involved in financing the mass
oppression of Palestinians goes deeper than receiving donations. The CAA’s Chief Executive,
Gideon Falter, sits with Mr Hayek on the board of JNF UK as a Vice Chairman . One rank above
Mr Falter on the JNF UK board sits Alan Mendoza'¢, the head of the notorious far-right Henry
Jackson Society, known for churning out Islamophobic tropes in its work'. What this demon-
strates is that there is a clear nexus between CAA, the Israeli state and right-wing Islamophobes
in the Western world. This should be a major cause for concern because CAA has led the charge
with foisting contestable understandings of anti-semitism onto the British public, particularly
the controversial International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s (IHRA) definition, which as
one Jewish writer pointed out, “has faced significant criticism for ... conflating criticism of Israel
with antisemitism”'®. Even one of the authors of the IHRA definition has written about how it
has been “weaponised” by, as he put it, “rightwing Jews"'®. Indeed, it appears that this is a cate-
gory under which CAA would fall.

What the publicly available evidence appears to demonstrate is that, far from being a politically
impartial actor, the CAA approaches questions of antisemitism from a perspective which de-
mands that the public image of Israel, and its interests, are put first. Putting aside the necessity
of political impartiality from our charities - as is outlined in government regulations - this also
raises serious questions about CAA’s suitability for the role that it purports to play in our society,
which, make no mistake, is an honourable one: expelling the vile spectre of antisemitism from
the public psyche once and for all. By hitching criticism of Israel to antisemitism, the genuine
meaning of this form of racism - that is, what it actually looks like, how to identify it - becomes
lost in both the conflation itself and the ensuing debate with those who oppose such a move.
In the end, this simply does a disservice to the cause of extinguishing antisemitism. Groups like
CAA, who appear to whip up divisions between Jews and Muslims, or between the political left
and right, are clearly unfit to bring about the social solidarity needed to end racism in general,
and anti-Jewish prejudice in particular. Currently, there is little publicly information available on
the Charity Commission’s investigation into CAA. MEND have tried to contact them for updated
information on the progress of those efforts, and will continue to do so. In the meantime, the
Charity Commission should seriously consider revoking CAA of its charity status, considering
the overwhelming evidence that it appears to function as a pro-Israel political pressure group.
After all, government regulations on guidance for charities clearly state that, “an organisation
will not be [considered] charitable if its purposes are political”®. This would certainly appear to
be the case with CAA.
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