STUDENT RIGHTS FACT SHEET 
Much of the information in this document is from articles by Hilary Aked, an academic involved with Spinwatch amomgst other organisations.  The following links/document are vital reading for anyone presenting the student causes and cures presentation.   

https://ceasefiremagazine.co.uk/real-student-rights-campaign-witch-hunting-muslim-students/ 

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/hilary-aked/student-rights-campaign_b_4452823.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/hilary-aked/student-rights-campus-extremism-study_b_3277503.html
A.  Who are Student rights?

Student Rights is heavily linked to the neo-con, Islamophobic Henry Jackson Society.  They have never denied the link and the following points heavily towards the link.  Note the relevance of the link between the 2 is important as HJS staff are well known for there islamophobic views and deeply unfashionable in many circles.  As such the association is an important one to highlight.  Here are the links between them:

· Student Rights or one of several, but the fact that Student Rights website domain is registered to the address of the Henry Jackson Society office (43-49 Parker Street, London, WC2B 5PS) lends support to suspicions that it is a ‘side-project’ – or, to phrase it less generously, a front group – for the neoconservative think tank.

· LSE Students’ Union – which charges a fee for external groups to have a place at Freshers Fair – received payment for a stall booked under Student Rights’ name last year, it came from the Henry Jackson Society’s bank accoun
· Liberal Democrat MP Tom Brake resigned from the advisory board of both the Henry Jackson Society – following criticism from a former staff member there – and of Student Rights, following criticism from students.
B.  Dodgy sampling statistics and misleading media  (and Times apology and correction)

It is based on '180 events logged in the period March 2012 to March 2013' which took place on UK campuses and finds that '46 of these events (25.5%) at 21 separate institutions were found to have either explicitly promoted segregation by gender or implied that this would be the case'.

Well, that's interesting, but surely more than 180 events took place on UK campuses in a year? Oh, hang on, there's more: "This list is not exhaustive, as Student Rights only logs events which feature speakers with a history of extreme or intolerant views, as well as those events which explicitly promote gender segregation."

So, what we are being told is that that 25.5% (a quarter) of the events that Student Rights chose to monitor because it suspected they would practice gender segregation or host 'extreme' speakers did indeed practice gender segregation. And anyone with even a basic grasp of social science knows that there's a name for that: a biased sample.

Sensationalist segregation headline http://www.independent.co.uk/student/news/preaching-by-extremists-and-discrimination-through-segregation-has-become-widespread-trend-at-uk-8613522.html 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/10052872/Extremist-Islamist-leaders-preaching-to-UK-students-says-study.html
C.  Misleading the media/BBC Story on SOAS students and Anti-semitism 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/london/8419532.stm 

Allegations of anti-semitism at BRICUP event

On 4 December 2009 an event called 'Israel, the Palestinians and Apartheid: The Case for Sanctions and Boycott' [of Israel] was organised by the School of Oriental and African Studies' (SOAS) Palestinian Society and British Committee for the Universities of Palestine (BRICUP) at which Jonathan Hoffman claimed he suffered anti-Semitic abuse. Student Rights' Raheem Kassam backed up Hoffman's claim on the basis of a video of Hoffman being heckled while speaking from the audience, criticising the organisers for inviting a South African trade unionist accused of hate speech. The allegation was reported on BBC News online under the headline 'Jewish man jeered at Soas university debate'[3] and initially described Student Rights as "anti-racism campaigners".
Kassam told the BBC that the event had involved “overpowering racist jeering” and said it was “a stark and chilling revelation of what can happen when extremism is allowed to take root in universities”[4]. However, a heavily revised version of the story appeared soon after, following complaints, quoting several Jewish members of the audience who denied that any racism had occurred and instead argued that Hoffman was heckled due to his prominent position within the Zionist Federation. London Student reported that Kassam admitted he had not been at the meeting. The BBC expressed regret at the nature of the original version of the article.[5] Student Rights later published an 'update' on their website acknowledging the doubt cast on Hoffman's claims
D.  Supporting Extremists?

· BNP - Refused Student Unions having a No-platform policy for BNP

· EDL – The IRR (Institute of Race relations) notes that student rights literature has been used by far-right activists to identify and then cause havoc at isoc events and some have been cancelled due to security fears.  http://www.irr.org.uk/news/far-right-targets-islamic-events/
· Student Rights thought it was appropriate to re-blog a story from ‘Atlas Shrugs’, the Islamophobic hate-site of U.S. based fanatic Pamela Geller. Geller, who was a major inspiration of Norwegian mass murderer Anders Behring Breivik, and even tried to justify his actions, was banned from entering the UK
E.  Failure to stand up for ‘Muslim student rights’

· Student Rights maintained a deafening silence when a group of Muslim students were violently attacked in London. The City University students had just left campus when a gang set upon them, hurling racist abuse, wielding metal bricks and metal sticks and stabbing three people.
F.  NUS motion
· In May 2014 the National Union of Students (NUS) voted to condemn Student Rights saying its activities 'fuel Islamophobia'. The motion passed was very similar to one passed by a number of other students unions which also criticised the organisation for its lack of engagement with students, lack of transparency about its relationship with the Henry Jackson Society and its record of generating 'sensationalist' media coverage.[10]
G.  Muslim events cancelled

HT’s event at QMW was cancelled following Student Rights’ involvement and campaigining.
http://mend.org.uk/free-speech-double-standards-on-show-again-as-ht-speakers-prevented-from-speaking-at-queen-mary/
