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Date: xx/xx/2015

Dear  XXXX,

I am writing to introduce myself as the political engagement lead of the Manchester MEND working group.  MEND is UK based NGO specialising in tackling Islamophobia via advocacy in Westminster and with national press alongside improving media and political literacy for grass roots British Muslims.  It’s 100% community financed too.  Here’s a shortlist of some of our work;
· In the past 7 years we have commented and provided analysis on over news 3,000 stories affecting British Muslims.  You can view our analysis at www.mend.org.uk  
· We were the only Muslim organisation invited to present oral testimony at The Leveson Inquiry on press ethics.  Lord Leveson included all 8 of our recommendations in his final report.

· We work with Police forces across the UK to ensure Islamophobia is recorded properly and local Muslim communities report it too.

· We run hundreds of community seminars, masterclasses and workshops in grass roots Muslims communities across the UK designed to improve media literacy and encourage political engagement.

· We have published over a dozen high-end briefing papers on areas such as counter terror legislation, PREVENT, foreign policy, press regulation etc
· We sit on the CPS’ accountability forum sub-group on hate crime as the Muslim community representative.
· Our work was recently highlighted by the World Economic Forum as an example of ‘best practice and partnership’ when it comes to human rights protection and promotion

I would like to come and talk to you about our work in tackling Islamophobia and to better understand how we can work together to tackle this ever-goring menace.  I wonder whether you are available on XXXXXXXXX for a quick chat over a coffee? Please kindly email me on sufyan.ismail@mend.org.uk if this time works or feel free to propose an alternative time.  In the meantime, I enclose some literature on our work. 
Kind Regards 

Dr Jawad Amin
Political Lead

Volunteer, MEND Manchester working group
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